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John Grenham (4t Edition)
Accessioned as REF Only to assure availability for research.
Re: IIG June newsletter for record details of this volume and appropriate notes
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Tracing Your Irish Ancestors - 4* Edition

Reviewed by Tom Rice CG*™

Grenham's Tracing Your Irish
Ancestors is valued by the Irish
genealogy community is affirmed by the
issuing of this 4* edition. Few genealogy
method or reference books ever make it
o 2 2 edition much less a 4* edition.
For there to be a new edition of any
book there is generally a need for new
information to be brought
to the reading community.
A mere increase in demand
for the same information
generally results in a

edition.

So what is new in this
edition? Well, page
count can give a partial
is larger by 10% with a
17% increase in the key
“County Sources Lists” section and a

listing. He provides valuable information
as to the holdings of these websites and
often provides pointers on getting the
most out of these websites. Another
valuable addition to this edition is an

index.

The organization is basically the same as
in past editions — why
change what works.
Grenham begins with
a brief introduction to
genealogical methods
and to key sources to
_be found in the major

diasporas that can
be used to locate an
immigrant  ancestor’s
place of origin in
Ireland, a key step for
successfully  tracing

any Irish lineage. This is followed by

7% increase in the invaluable “Roman
Catholic Parish Registers” section.
These two sections make up two thirds
of the book. The 10% increase in size
represents 50 pages. This means 50
pages of additional information, almost
all of which is found in either the
reference sections or in material relating
to Irish resources on the Internet.

Besides beefing up the key reference
sections, Grenham has added much
material regarding the Internet. While
there is a chapter on the Interne, the
real value is in his integration of Internet
resource information throughout the
text. Whenever a relevant Internet
resource is pertinent to the discussion,
he inserts it. But he adds much more
value to his Internet reference than justa

pters on each of the key Irish record
types: Civil records, church records,
censuses, property and valuation records,
wills, registry of deeds, newspapers,
directories, occupational records, the
Genealogical Office, and emigration and
the Irish Abroad. The latter is mostly
a listing of books about the Irish in
various countries along with passenger
lists. This section on key record types
is followed by the two major reference
sections. The last chapter is “Research
Services, Societies, Repositories and

Publishers.”

"The “County Sources List” section

provides a bibliography of sources for
each county under the headings of:
Census returns and substitutes, Online,
Publications — local histories etc. and

countries of the Irish

directories, Gravestone inscriptions,
and Estate Records. For most listings
he provides a pointer to the holding
repomory and the call number or

location. To have poi to
all of these County resources in one
place is a gift.

£

presentation of methods, but this is more
on how to use a repository, a website or
resource rather than providing an overall
strategy for your research. For that, look
to A Genealogist's Guide to Discovering
Your Irish Ancestors by Radford and
Betit. The key value found in this book

The other major
is titled “Roman Catholic Parish
Registers.” Here Grenham provides a
map of Roman Catholic parishes for
each county. More importantly, for each
parish he lists what years records exists
for baptisms, marriages and burials along
with a pointer as to where those records
may be found: whether in a named major
repository, a Family History Library film
or still in local possession. Each reference
to a repository or film provides the call

number or film number. This is a most

is the thoroughness of its poi to
what r exist, what is in them
and where they can be found.

This book by John Grenham should
be considered an essential part of every
Irish genealogist’s library along with
Brian Mitchell's New Genealogical Atlas
of Ireland, and Dwight Radford and
Kyle Betits A Genealogist’s Guide to
Discovering Your Irish Ancestors. 1 do
not see how one can do Irish genealogy
without these three books.

John Grenh Tracing Your Irish

tovatal 'for_l'll'n

what records still exists and where to

Ancestors, 4* ed., (Balti Maryland:
Genealogical ~ Publishing  Co,,

find them. A key fe of this
is that Grenham points to alternative
for these ds wh they
umt However, what is missing in this
“Vari es of Roman

—Cat.holic Parishes” section which was in

the last edition.

Grenham is a major proponent for
improvements in records access and for
coopention between Irish genealogical
agencies to give better service to the
Irish genealogy public. As such, he does
not hesitate to comment on some of
the bureaucratic idiosyncrasies that
exist and the internecine rivalries and
insecurities that get in the way of the
A 1, p of Aod i

in record access systems, whether this be
searching in person or on the Internet.

This is primarily a reference book not
a methods book. However, there is a

2012) 579 pages, $37.95 ISBN:
9780806318974.

“Tom Rice, CGMisa p;ofcssional gmea;gy ]

researcher, lecturer, teacher and wmcr
He is the
managing |

editor  of |

a  former
director
of the
Minnesota
Genealogy
Society, past
treasurer
and past co-first vice president of IGSI, a
current director of IGSI and a genealogy
help desk volunteer for the Minnesota
History Society. He can be contacted at
info@heritagehunters.com.
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rchased No. 46 2024.

postage.

ack issues purchased Nos. 1, 3, 4, 6, 8,9 and No. 25. Yet to receive. All held in Dublin for collection to save excessive

NB: These purchases allow us to hold a complete set of the Bandon Journals

Bandon Index booklet (below) shows the back issues coming.
Members can make good use of other journals; e.g., Canada’s Ulster-Scots

————

Bandon Historical &
Journal, Issues 1-31

. P, B 5,y . e 1

The Index of Bandon Historical Journals 1-31 was launched in the
Munster Arms Hotel, Bandon on the 22nd of October, 2015
by Pddraig Hamilton, the editor.
It will be a valuable resource to historical researchers in future years
and is available through the usual outlets.

WELCOME To

ANTRIM

HALIFAX

1. INTRODUCTION

The dedication at the front of this book is to my great great
grandfather John Campbell, born in County Cavan, Ireland who
travelled to Canada to settle in 1847, He came with his parents
William Campbell and Jennie Ferguson.

Ulster - Scots refers to those persons native of the old province of
Ulster in the north of Ireland, being the nine Counties of Antrim,
Armagh, Cavan, Down, Donegal, Fermanagh, Londonderry,
Monaghan, and Tyrone, whose ancestors originated in Scotland.
They were primarily Presbyterian in religion. In the 19" century
they made up one of the largest groups of immigrants to Canada.

Among my Ulster - Scots ancestors there is also a United Empire
Loyalist. My 7" great grandfather, James Humphrey, according to
family stories settled in America prior to the American Revolution
after being born in the north of Ireland. He served with the Loyal
Rangers and after the conflict joined other Loyalist refugees in
building a new life in Canada.

As my paternal grandparents also came to Canada from Ulster and
were Ulster - Scots, I have three family connections. With this
background I have researched the history of the Ulster Scots in
Canada. In the U.S.A. the Ulster — Scots are often referred to as the
Scotch — Irish.

The purpose of this book is to share some of my research and
information on Canada’s Ulster Scots.

Brian McConnell




‘The Peter Robinson
Settlers:Ireland to
Upper Canada

eyt
bstitutes

L

A - LS
Tips, Tools, and Technol

fo »

)




e-book GR brings to meetings

ﬂhe ®Old Timerick

-'*‘
..‘ ”
&l -

Number 58, \V'mtcr 2023

1 journal a year

Che Other Clare

< S

0ol 46

SOLEZGL OF Che S8 xOon) anc HOSRON R W Destonkood socxety

Oy

1 journal a year




ULSTER GENEALOGICAL AND HISTORICAL GUILD Contents

John Johnston, The king's rent and country charges: the Balfour rentals of 1632 and 1636

D IR E C T O RY Douglas McLean, Antrim congregation session book, including register of marriages and

baptisms, 1674-1778

0_[ Robin Thompson and Jennifer Martin, Missing Thompson gravestone in Killinchy — can you help?

I R I S H F A M I LY lan Montgomery, A list of names from a rental of the estates of the Earl of Donegall in Belfast
and south County Antrim, November 1719

HI S T O RY R E SE A R C H Charles Potter Holmes, The 1775 Caledon estate catalogue

ennard Swindley, Yeomanry corps and militia in Seagoe parish, County Armagh, 17961803

Kevin O'Hagan, The O’Rorkes of Ballybollen and beyond
NUMBER 46 » 2023 Helen Livingston, Obituary opportunism or accuracy?
John Gordon, Discovering family history at San Raphael, California
New book: Gribbin: A Family History of Ulster by John P. Gribbin
w3

Professor Richard Clarke: a tribute
Guild News

List of Members® Research Interests (alphabetical order by surname being researched.
Cross-referenced to List of Members by membership number)

List of Guild Members with Contact Details (numerical order by membership number)

HONORARY PRESIDENT
His Grace the Duke of Abercom KG

HONORARY VICE-PRESIDENT
The Lord O'Neill KCVO

CHAIRMAN
Sir Denis Desmond CBE

- VICE CHAIRMAN
- Mr John Gordon DL

TRUSTEES

Mr Douglas Bartlett, Mrs Mary Harte,

Dr Myrtle Hill, Mr John Hunter, Dr Paula O'Hare,
Mr CLfY Radcliffe, Mr Alan Skelton, Mr Alan Watson

EDITOR OF FAMILIA
Mr Trevor Parkhill

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Mr Fintan Mullan

RESEARCH DIRECTOR
Dr William Roulston

,,j . " Ulster Historical Foundation, Bradley Thallon House, Kiltonga Estate,
— > 44D Belfast Road, Ballycullen, Newtownards, Co. Down, BT23 4T)
E-Mail: enquiry@uhforguk  Web: www.ulsterhistoricalfoundation. com

journal a year




Contents
ISSN 2712-0228
12 Years of the Irish DNA Atlas — A Perspective by Dr Edmund Gilbert ..
Journal The Priest and the Miller: Turmeil in Killedan Panish mn 1825 by Aidan Feenicke 11
) The Story of the Thomas & Bndget Nelan-Fox Family in Ameneca as Told by Catherine
§>~__Q¢ I Phelan (1963) and Gerard Corcoran (20230, 13
Oft i John Hubert Plunkett — a Great Australian by Jill MeCann. ..o 23
L o The Manor of Kilmamham by Fiona Fitzsimons..........cooocooee 27
Genealog lcal SOClet.V of Ireland The Flight of the Girls by Francis M. O Domnell ... 33
Volume 24 2023 Two Indentures from the Laois Papers Collection by Laura Price 40
Lists of Names from the Chief Secretary’s Office Registered Papers by Laura Price .. 49
Petition from Cloghan, Co. Offaly m 1822 49
List of the Inish Constabulary in the King's County 1833 il
Memorial of the Cotton Linen Silk Stuff and Mitten Weavers of the Town of Tullamore
Eings County 1826 e 61
Searching the Chief Secretary’s Office Registered Papers 64
Prezentation of the Rosenblatt Collection to the Naticnal Library of Israel by Stuart
Rosenblatt, PC, FGSL 66
Under-reporting of Births, Marmiapes, and Deaths in the Early Irish Civil Registration ystem
by Dermot Balson and Dr. James G. Ryvan ... 70
Pubhshed Local History — a Much Overlooked Fesource for the Genealaglst"" I:r_l, James
Scannell... - e 82
‘Personal or Public?” Ga:lmlng".- and Public History by David Ryan 87
\ A Review Article: Place Naming, Identities and Geography by Gerry O'Reilly .o 20
Grantof Amms . 106
" Bratacha 2013 — Festival of Flags & Emblems by Michael Memgan 109
\ Examplm of Assumed Arms.. SO, 7.
| From the Archive — Onigins of my Family IJ} Peter Manming, FIGRS 132
OBEUATIER 1o ees oot oot eee e 138
Cumann Semealais na h€ireann
www.familyhistory.ie 3
Journal of the Genealogical Society of Ireland
— 1 journal a year




	Slide 1: Irish Interest Group   Publications for 2024    
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11

